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DORIC  DAMES 
TWENTY-FIFTH 
BIRTHDAY  CELEBRATION 

FRIDAY,  MAY  6,  1994  -  6:00  pm. 
MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  HOUSE 


Doric  Dames,  Inc.,  a  non-profit  organization,  was  inaugurated  by  Mrs. 
Francis  Sargent  with  the  cooperation  of  the  Archives  Division  and  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  research  our  historic  Bulfinch  State  House  and  to 
acquaint  residents  of  the  Commonwealth  and  out-of-state  tourists  with  its 
architectural  beauty,  its  history  and  the  legislative  process.  Doric  Dames, 
Inc.  enlists,  trains  and  schedules  volunteer  guides  for  the  Massachusetts 
State  House. 

DORIC  DAMES,  INC. 

Founded  January  1969 


President: 

Mrs.  Francis  Sargent 


Executive  Vice  President: 

Mrs.  Lionelle  D.  Wells* 


Founding  Members: 
Mrs.  James  W.  Blackham,  Jr. 
Miss  Carol  H.  Claff* 
Mrs.  Gerald  J.  Griffin 
Mrs.  James  Lawrence 
Mrs.  Edward  F.  Logan 
Mrs.  E.  Leigh  Quinn 
Mrs.  Paul  T.  Smith 
Mrs.  Francis  G.  Welch 
Mrs.  Thomas  Wigglesworth* 
Mrs.  PhiHp  J.  Woodward* 
Mrs.  Henry  E.  Zellman* 

Former  Presidents: 
Mrs.  Francis  Sargent 

Mrs.  Michael  Dukakis 
Mrs.  Edward  J.  King 


Mrs.  Lionelle  D.  Wells 
Mrs.  Edward  F.  Logan 

Mrs.  Ralph  H.  Davis 
Mrs.  C.  Charles  Marran 

Mrs.  Edward  L.  Britt 
Mrs.  Stuart  G.  Hall 

President 

Ex.  Vice  President 

1st  Vice  President 

Secretary 

Cor.  Secretary 

Treasurer 

Clerk 

Historian 


Mrs.  Edward  Britt 
Miss  Alice  Cahill 
Miss  Margaret  Cahill 
Mrs.  Paul  Crowley 
Mrs.  John  Eisenmann 
Mrs.  Kenneth  J.  Fullerton 
Mrs.  Addison  S.  Hall 
Mrs.  Alan  Hamer 
Mrs.  Philip  J.  Keohan 
Miss  Helen  Larkin 


Former  Executive 

^  Vice  Presidents 

Mrs.  Leonard  B.  Johnson 

Mrs.  Paul  K.  Plakias 
Mrs.  Kenneth  J.  Fullerton 
Mrs.   William  A.  Longstreet 
Mrs.  Edward  Murtagh* 

Officers  -  1992-1994 

Mrs  William  Weld 
Mrs.  Edward  Britt 
Mrs.  Addison  S.  Hall 
Mrs.  Allan  Hamer 
Mrs.  Kenneth  J.  Fullerton 
Miss  Helen  Larkin 
Mrs.  Edward  A.  Scarry 
Mrs.  Daniel  Nugent 

Directors 

Mrs.  William  A.  Longstreet 
Mrs.  Leo  Macdonald 
Mrs.  John  Murray 
Mrs.  Edward  Murtagh* 
Mrs.  Daniel  Nugent 
Mrs.  Paul  K.  Plakias 
Mrs.  Marjorie  Richardson 
Mrs.  Edward  A.  Scarry 
Mrs.  George  Sweelnam 

♦Deceased 


1969        DORIC  DAMES  1994 

TWENTY-FIFTH  BIRTHDAY  CELEBRATION 
Massachusetts  State  House 

"State  Library  of  Massachusetts  

One  of  Our  Greatest  Research  and  Historical  Treasures" 

THE  PROGRAM 

Chairmen  *  ^^^"'^  Konick 

Mrs.  George  Sweetnam 

WELCOME   Mrs.  Edward  L.  Britt 

Executive  Vice  President 

PROCLAMATION  From  the  Governor 

 Susan  Roosevelt  Weld,  President  Doric  Dames 

CONGRATULATORY  MESSAGES 

The  Honorable  Secretary  of  State,  Michael  J.  Connolly 
The  Honorable  Deputy  Secretary  of  State,  James  W.  Igoe 
The  Honorable  Senate  President,  WilUam  M.  Bulger 
The  Honorable  Speaker  of  the  House,  Charles  F.  Flaherty 

PRESENTATION  OF  THE  BULHNCH  AWARD 

Mrs.  John  W.  Haverty 
Awards  Committee 
Recipient  :  Anthony  Mitchell  Sammarco 
Historical  Preservationist  of  Olde  Boston 

PRESENTATION  OF  DORIC  DAMES  AWARD 

Mrs.  John  Eisenmann 

Recipient  :  John  Spurr,  Jr. 

Devoted  Supporter  of  the  Doric  Dames 

ACCEPTANCE  OF  DORIC  DAMES  ARCHIVES 

Brenda  Howitson,  Chief  of  Special  Collections, 
State  Library  of  Massachusetts 

BIRTHDAY  CAKE  CUTTING  BY 

Jessie  Sargent  and  Susan  Roosevelt  Weld 

EXHIBITION  OF  ARCHIVES  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THE 
BULHNCH  STATE  HOUSE  DORIC  HALL 

DORIC  DAMES  COLLAGE  -  -  Prepared  By  : 
Miss  Alice  Cahill  and  Mrs.  John  Eisenmann 
 DORIC  HALL 


CHAMPAGNE  BUFFET 


THE  STATE  LIBRARY 

OF  MASSACHUSETTS:  A  HISTORY 

Compiled  By:  Brenda  Howitson  and  Claire  Goodwin,  Special  Collections 

Since  its  formal  establishment  in  1826,  and  starting  from  a 
collection  of  maps,  statute  books,  and  govenmient  documents,  the  State 
Library  has  grown  into  a  multifaceted  research  library  for  legislators, 
executive  personnel,  state  employees,  historians,  scholars,  researchers, 
and  interested  citizens.  Through  political  turmoils  major  and  minor  in 
the  State  House,  the  Library  has  continuously  provided  all  citizens 
access  to  its  inestimable  and  extensive  collections. 

The  nucleus  of  the  library  was  formed  from  materials  acquired 
through  an  exchange  program  begun  in  1811  when  the  Legislature 
voted  to  exchange  documents  systematically  with  other  states.  By 
1826,  so  much  material  had  accumulated  in  the  halls  and  chambers  of 
the  Bulfinch  State  House  that  the  Legislature  gave  State  Land  Agent 
John  W.  Coffm  the  additional  responsibilities  of  State  Librarian,  a 
position  Coffin  held  for  twenty-three  years.  Later,  in  1844,  the 
Legislature  voted  to  exchange  judicial  decisions  with  other  states  and 
since  that  time,  the  Reports  of  Decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Massachusetts  have  been  exchanged  on  a  regular  basis  with 
participating  states. 


State  Library — circa  1912  —  Brigham  Addition 


During  the  1940s,  50s,  and  60s,  the  Library's  resources  grew 
rapidly.  A  new  era  of  modernization  began  in  the  1970s  with  the 
arrival  of  computer  technology.  Many  efficient  changes  were  made 
possible:  a  new  card  catalog,  based  on  the  Library  of  Congress  system, 
greatly  simplified  cataloging  procedures  and  improved  user  access;  and 
expansion  of  the  periodicals  holdings,  accompanied  by  a  greater  use  of 
microfilm,  facilitated  access. 

In  the  late  1970s,  cataloging  and  interlibrary  loan  service 
were  strengthened  via  linkage  to  the  OCLC  bibliographic  database.  In 
the  mid-1980s,  the  purchase  of  desktop  computers  allowed  stafiT  access 
to  computerized  databases  such  as  DIALOG,  LEXIS,  NEXIS,  and 
LEGISNET  to  provide  increased  service  to  state  personnel. 
Additionally,  in  1984,  legislation  was  passed  to  establish  the  Library  as 
the  official  depository  for  all  documents  published  by  state  agencies. 
Citizen  access  to  these  documents  is  thus  ensured.  And  this  year,  the 
Library  will  realize  another  technological  step  when  library  users  will 
be  able  to  search  the  collection  via  online  public  access  computers. 

In  its  long  history,  the  State  Library  has  continuously 
collected  materials  which  reflect  Massachusetts  culture  and  history, 
and  it  has  maintained  the  most  comprehensive  collection  of 
Massachusetts  state  publications  in  existence.  Of  special  interest  is 
information  about  the  State  House,  which  includes  plans,  photographs, 
and  documents  highlighting  the  many  changes  in  the  physical 
structure  of  the  building,  as  well  as  docmnents  of  individuals  and 
organizations  associated  with  the  State  House.  These  materials, 
combined  with  legislators'  papers,  local  history  monographs,  maps, 
and  newspapers  and  periodicals,  provide  a  comprehensive  account  of 
the  historical  and  political  record  of  the  Commonwealth. 


State  Library — circa  1897  —  Brighom  Addition 


DORIC  DAMES 
COMMITTEE  CHAIRPERSONS  1992  -  1994 

Active  Members 
Mrs.  Philip  J.  Keohan 

Annual  Meeting 
Miss  Margaret  Cahill  &  Mrs.  Paul  Crowley 
Mrs.  Barbara  Morrissey  &  Miss  Marguerite  Wyse 

Associate  Members 
Mrs.  Benjamin  Shattuck 

Awards 
Mrs.  William  Longstreet 

Blue  Book 

Mrs.  John  Hamilton  &  Mrs.  Guy  Nichols 

Cookery 
Mrs.  Beverly  Sweetnam 

Doric  Column 
Mrs.  Marjorie  Richardson 

Historian  &  Research 
Mrs.  Daniel  Nugent 
Ass't.  Mrs.  Leo  Macdonald 

Hospitality 
Mrs.  Arthur  Konick 

Lectures  &  Trips 
Mrs.  John  Eisenmann 

Reservations 
Miss  Alice  Cahill 

Nominating 
Mrs.  Edward  Murtagh* 

Orientation 
Mrs.  Addison  Hall 

Publicity 
Mrs.  John  Murray 


♦Deceased 


Special  Events 
Mrs.  Paul  Plakias 


The  Library  entered  another  growth  phase  when,  in  1845, 
Nicolas  Alexandre  Vattemare  (the  same  Vattemare  who  played  an 
important  role  in  the  founding  of  the  Boston  Public  Library)  proposed 
to  the  Legislature  an  international  exchange  program  similar  to  the 
interstate  exchange  begun  in  1811.  Vattemare,  acting  as  an  agent  for 
Massachusetts  and  other  states,  made  exchanges  in  Europe  of  state 
documents  for  similar  books  or  special  artistic  and  cultural  works.  A 
precedent  existed  for  the  purchase  of  special  items:  in  1833,  the 
Legislature  had  appropriated  $800  to  purchase  a  copy  of  Audubon's 
Birds  of  America,  one  of  the  Library's  greatest  treasures. 

Many  special  or  rare  works  acquired  since  the  founding  of  the 
Library  were  gathered  into  a  Special  Collections  Department  in  the 
1970s,  representing  a  priceless  artistic  and  historical  collection. 
Perhaps  the  single  most  valuable  item  is  William  Bradford's 
manuscript  history  of  Plymouth  Colony  from  its  founding  to  1649. 
The  Bradford  manuscript,  the  earliest  history  of  Massachusetts,  is  a 
cornerstone  of  the  State  Library's  historical  documents. 

By  the  1840s,  the  Library  collection,  which  now  included 
historical  works  and  reference  books,  had  outgrown  the  space  available 
in  the  Land  Agent's  office.  A  long-term  solution  to  the  Library's 
crowded  conditions  was  needed,  and  in  1851,  the  Legislature  voted  to 
build  an  addition  to  the  north  of  the  Bulfinch  State  House.  Most  of  the 
addition  was  fireproof,  but  the  heavy  masonry  and  iron  structure 
created  a  new  problem:  excessive  condensation  threatened  mold 
damage  to  the  books.  The  Librarian  found  it  necessary  to  keep  the 
rooms  uncomfortably  hot  in  both  the  summer  and  winter  months  to 
reduce  the  moisture  problem. 


State  Library  of  Massachusetts — 1984 — view  of  main  reading  room  and  reference 
area  from  library  balcony 


Designed  largely  to  meet  the  expanding  needs  of  the  Library, 
the  building  of  the  addition  signalled  a  change  in  librar>^  management 
as  well.  Formerly,  management  had  been  overseen  by  a  joint  standing 
committee  appointed  annually  by  the  Legislature.  In  1850,  it  provided 
for  a  Board  of  Trustees,  composed  of  three  members,  each  to  serve  a 
term  of  three  years  with  reappointment  allowed.  Appointments  were 
made  by  the  Governor  with  the  approval  of  the  Council. 

From  the  beginning,  the  appointed  trustees  were  men  of 
accomplishment  and  high  public  esteem.  Charles  Sumner  became  one 
of  the  first  three  trustees  in  1851,  the  year  he  began  his  career  in  the 
United  States  Senate  as  a  leading  opponent  of  slavery.  Nathaniel 
ShurtlefiF,  physician,  historian,  and  Mayor  of  Boston  (1868-1870),  was 
appointed  in  1856.  Edward  Everett  Hale,  well-known  Unitarian 
minister  and  author,  served  on  the  Board  1881-1908.  Many  others  of 
similar  distinction  served  as  trustees,  bringing  to  the  Library  a  sense  of 
mission  and  high  purpose.  In  1910,  the  Legislature  added  to  the 
Board,  as  ex  officio  members,  the  Senate  President  and  House  Speaker, 
thus  acknowledging  the  strong  ties  between  the  Library  and  the 
Legislature. 

Even  more  important  than  the  establishment  of  a  Board  of 
Trustees  was  the  decision  to  shift  the  responsibilities  of  State  Librarian 
from  the  office  of  the  Land  Agent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Education.  As  the  first  Education  Secretary  to  assume  the  additional 
role  in  1849,  Bamas  Sears  represented  the  influential  philosophy  of  his 
Board  of  Education  predecessor,  Horace  Mann.  Sears,  later  to  become 
president  of  Brown  University,  proved  to  be  an  effective  administrator 
and  promoter  of  the  Mann  philosophy  (advocating  state  aid  to  public 
schools  and  the  establishment  of  teachers'  colleges). 

During  the  latter  half  of  the  nineteenth  century,  the  Library 
continued  to  grow,  and  appropriations  increased.  The  collection  grew 
from  approximately  3,100  volumes  in  1831  to  some  42,000  volumes  in 
1880,  when  the  fourth  updated  catalog  was  printed. 

The  Legislature  began  planning  further  expansion  of  the  State 
House  in  the  1860s.  The  extension  of  the  building  north  of  Mt. 
Vernon  Street  in  1895  brought  the  Library  to  its  present  location,  with 
its  stained  glass  windows  overlooking  Boston's  West  End. 

Modernization  of  the  Library's  services  began  during  the 
tenure  of  Caleb  Tillinghast,  State  Librarian  1879-1909.  Tillinghast 
began  collecting  historical  materials  relating  to  state  government, 
including  an  extensive  file  of  biographical  information  on  state 
legislators,  which  has  been  constantly  updated  ever  since.  In  1892,  an 
index  to  Boston,  Springfield,  Worcester,  and  New  York  newspapers, 
was  begun.  Now  called  the  Zimmer  Index,  it  provides  unique  access  to 
names  and  events  from  1892  to  1930.  Through  these  and  other 
services,  the  Library  staff  became  professional  information  brokers. 


COMMITTEE 

Chairmen: 

Nanci  Konick  and  Beverly  Sweetnam 

Chairman  of  Hostesses: 

Lucy  Keohan 

Hostesses  for  the  Evening: 

Alice  Cahill 
Margaret  Devlin 
Marjorie  DiLorenzo 
Kay  Eisenmann 
Barbara  Hamer 
Margaret  Haverty 

Gertrude  Lutze 
Barbara  Morrissey 
Helen  Murray 
Elaine  Plakias 
Marge  Scarry 
Sally  Lou  Sheridan 
Marguerite  Wyse 

Chairman  of  Archives  Exhibition: 

Winston  Hall 

ACKNOWLEDGING  WITH  GREAT  APPRECIATION 

The  fine  cooperation  and  assistance  of  our  suppliers. 

Buffet  Catered  by:  -   -   -   "Gourmet  Caterers" 
Mark  Boothroyd,  Manager 

Chamber  Music  by:  -   -   -   "Ambiance  Music" 

Favors  created  by:  -   -   -   Linda  Levine 

Flowers  by:  -   -   -  "Mahoney's  of  Boston" 
Glen  Johnson,  Manager 

Graphics  by:   -   -   -   Richard  DiBiasio 


Photographer  for  the  Evening:  -   -   -  Jack  Leonard 
State  House  Photographer 


Boston  Common,  Beacon  Hill  and  the  State  House  seen  from  the  Back  Bay,  1844.  (De- 
tail of  an  aquatint  after  a  drawing  by  John  Warner  Barber,  courtesy  the  Boston  Public 
Library.) 


WE  THANK  THE  FOLLOWING  PEOPLE  WHO  HELPED 
MAKE  OUR  25th  BIRTHDAY  CELEBRATION 

A  MEMORABLE  OCCASION 

David  Balfour,  Director,  Special  Projects 
Elizabeth  Anderson,  Function  Coordinator,  Special  Projects 
Central  Reprographics 
The  Honorable  Secretary  of  State,  Michael  J.  Connolly 
Office  Facilities  of  American  Livery  Systems  of  Waltham 

Brenda  Howitson,  State  Library 
Birthday  Cake  by:  Andrew  Marconi  of  "A  Catered  Affair" 
Mary  Rinehart-Stankiewicz,  Director  of  Tours  Division 


BENEFACTORS: 


Thank  you  to  all  the  Doric  Dames  who  could  not  attend 
but  did  generously  make  contributions. 

Mrs.  William  R.  Cuming 
Mrs.  Harry  Faunae 
Martha  E.  Nordahl 
Jean  Palmer 
Mrs.  Francis  C.  Welch 


Representative  Forrester  A.  Clark,  Jr. 
Representative  Edward  G.  Connolly 
Secretary  of  State  Michael  J.  Connolly 
Representative  Charles  N.  Decas 
Representative  Thomas  A.  Finneran 
Representative  Kevin  G.  Honan 
Senator  James  P.  Jajuga 
Representative  M.  Joseph  Manning 
Representative  Richard  T.  Moore 

Senator  Thomas  C.  Norton 
Representative  Jo  Ann  Sprague 
Senator  Marian  Walsh 
Senator  Robert  D.  Wetmore 


State  House,  1829.  (Wood  engraving  by  Abel  Bowen,  courtesy  the  Boston  Athenaeum.) 
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